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£In the original Russian text this was a blank page between the cover page and
the Order 7

/arentheses in the following translation represent parentheses in the original
text. UsuaLly they are used to indicate that the doctrine for the first unit
mentioned is the same for the unit mentioned in the parentheses.

In other respects, too, the format of the translation follows as closely
as possible the format of the original Russian. text, except for pagination.

In the translation, additions in square brackets are insertions by the trans-
lators or editors, either explanatory words in English or transliterations
of the original Russian text,

It should be noted that Soviet Army nomenclature a.s applied to tactical units
is peculiar in that it has no single word for "unit'., but uses four different
terms, depending on the size and relative independenee of the unit. There
is no exact English equivalent for any of these terms. This peculiarity. has
caused considerable awkwardness in translating -the terms. Three of these terms
have been used. in the present text

a. Soyedineniye is used. by the Soviet Army to refer to a corps,. a division,
or a brigade. The components may be of a single arm or of various arms
and services. In this translation, the term so-ed.ineniye has been trans-
lated as "large unit".

b. Chast is usal by the Soviet Army to designate any unit of regimental or
smaller size that is administratively self-contained and separately num-
bered, e.g., a rifle regiment, engineer battalion of a rifle division, or
corps signal battalion. In this translation, the term chast has been trans-
lated. as "unit".

c. Podrazdeleniye is used by the Soviet Army to refer to a subunit of a chast.
It is a unit which cannot be fully identified numerically except by reference
to the larger unit of which it is a component, e.g., battalions, companies,
and platoons of a rifle regiment; the battalions and batteries of an artillery
regiment; the companies of an engineer or signal battalion. In this trans-
lation, the term podrazde.leniye has been translated as "small unit".

The Table of Contents is given at the end of the translation, as it appears
in the original Russian text
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,OF THE MINISTER OF THE ARMED FORCES

OF THE UNION SSE

No. 0138

28 December 1948 Moscow

Contents: The putting into effect of the Field Service Regulations

of the Armed Forces of the Union SSR (corps - division)

1. The Field Service Regulations of the Armed Forces of the Union

SSR (corps - division) set forth herein are now in effect.

2. The Temporary Field Service Regulations of the RKKA filorkers'

and Peasants' Red Arm], 1936, are herewith superseded.

Minister of the Armed Forces

of the Union SSR

Marshal of the Soviet Union

BULGANIN

S-E-C -T
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CHAPTER I

PRINCIPLES OF COMB INED ARMS COMBAT

1. Combat is the only means by which victory can be achieved. It. is only
through combat that the forces and materiel of the enemy can be destroyed, and
his capacity to resist crushed.

Every action of each commander must be permeated with the will to achieve
victory. The determination to defeat the enemy .must be unswerving, and it must
be carried to conclusion. It is the duty of the commander to instill this
resoluteness in all his subordinates,

2. Modern combat is a combined arms combat. it is characterized by the mass
emp)loyment of armed forces and combat equinment. Success in modern combat is
obtained by the joint efforts of all arms.

3. The coordi.na.tion of all arms. and adjacent units is the basic
condition for the achievement of success in combat,

The essence of coordination in combat consists of coordinated combat efforts
according to ourpose, times and locale, and mutual assistance among large units

Loyedineniya7 and units Lchastj7 of all arms and adjacent units.

4. , Combat operations are dep>loyed on a broad front and to a great denth,
and they are distinguished by the decisive nature and rapidity of their development.

Operations which are designed to encircle and destroy the enemy and to seize
his equipment are viewed as the most significant feature of combined arms combat.

Modern combat requires that the armed forces be extremely well trained and
highly mobile and that they know how to exploit the full might of combat
equipment.: Bach member of the armed forces must know and understand. his combat
mission, and he must demonstrate courage, initiative, and combat toughness.
Commanders and staffs are further required to possess a high degree of creative
ability in the preparation, organization, and conduct of combat.

5. Modern combat requires the armed forces to make the fullest use of their
moral and physical strength. They must also exhibit an unyielding will to
victory, iron discip line, organization, ahd combat cohesion,

In order to achieve this the commander must:

know his subordinates through personal c ontact with them; pay attention
to their everyday combat life and needs; be highly demanding of his subordinates;
correctly appraise their actions; and constantly strive to improve their combat
and political training;

imbue his subordinates with an 'unlimited devotion to the Socialist Fatherland and
the Soviet Government; imbue them with faith in th^ righteousness of our cause and of
conscious fulfillment of military duty; and, instill in them a. hatred of the enemy and a
readiness, in the name of victory, to fight him to the last dron of blood;

-
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develop in his suhordinates, on the basis of the combat traditions of 'he
Soviet Army and the Soviet Navy, stability,. courage, daring, and readiness to r.ieve

victory in every instance and at any price.

6. Offensive combat. This is the basic type of combat operations. Only a
resolute attack, concluded by encirclement, leads to the full destruction or capture
of the enemy.

However, the armed forces may be compelled, in certain directions, to be on the
defensive. This usually. occurs when an offensive becomes impossible or inadvisabl.-
as well as when it is necessary to insure an offensive action in other, more importantj
directions.

The defense must be impregnable and active, and it must be capable of wearing
down the enemy s forces and of crteating favorable conditions for a decisive offensive
action.

7. There should be no conv. ntional pattern inthe manner of conducting combat.
When combat operations are conducted in the same pattern, they are quickly identified
by the enemy, thus permitting him to take appropriate countermeasures.

By employing new combat tactics which surorise the enemy or by hitting in directions
where, because of the situation, the enemy least expects an attack, noteworthy results
may be obtained,

8, Victory in combat is achieved by decisive offensive operations in which
superior forces and means are employed in- the main direction. In order to carry
out such offensive operations, the following are necessary-

- active and. contimous reconnaissance, which makes it possible to assess
the strong and weak points of the. enemy, and which helps to -oredict the nature of
future operations;

- a carect decision, a detailed preparation and organization of combat, and the
skillful execution of that decision;

- active, daring, and: enterprising performance on the part of all troons, high
morale among them, and a resolute will to victory;

- continuous coordination among large units and units of all arms
and adjacent units;

- concealed concentration of troops and a skillful organization of their combat
formation;

- replenishment, in the course of combat, of second echelons and reserves;

- massive use of artillery, tanks, and aviation;

- skillful maneuver of troops in combat;

- suddenness of operations;

- rigid and constant control over troops;

S-E-C -- E-T
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skillful utilization of engineer development of the terrain;

steady and timely supply of the troops with everything necessary for the
conduct of combat.

9. Success always goes to the one who is bold in combat, who continually
exhibits initiative, and who seizes and keeps the initiative, imposing his will
upon the enemy.

Initiative is based on the understanding of the mission and the situation.
It means striving to find the best possible means of accomplishing the assigned
mission, exploiting the existing favorable circumstances, and immediately adopt.ing
the most effective steps against a growing threat.

Initiative should contribute to the utmost fulfillment of the assigned mission
and should not ran counter to the intentions of the immediate superior.

In case of a sudden change in the situation, where there is no time or possibility
fx7 rreceiving instructions, the commander must, on his own initiati'v, make a new
decision and, at first opportunity, relay it to his own superior officer and to the
adjacent units.

Readiness to assume responsibi.lity for a bold decision and the desire to achieve
success are the basis of actions of all commanders in combat.

Those who are anxious to destroy the enemy but fail to reach their goal are not
to be reproached as much as those who fear responsibility, show inaction, anu do not
exploit, at an opportune momont, all the forces And means for obtaining success in
cormbat.

10., Under the conditions of modern combat surprise plays a significant role.
Thus, it is demanded of the troops that they use extreme secrecy in operations,
mobility, and maneuverability.

iuari.se, stuns the enemy, paralyzes his will,and deprives him of the possibility
of offering- organized resistance.

Surprise can be obtained as follows:

by deceiving the enemy about our intentions and. by maintaining the strictest
secrecy as to the intentions of forthcoming operations;

through the concealment and rapid maneuverin.g of troops and through the
concentration of overwhelniing forces and maceriel in a decisive direction;

by the sudden operations of airbornq troops and by massive air attacks;

through the sudden onening of massive fire and by swift offensive action;

through the application of new methods of combat unknown to the enemy.

The enemy will also strive to achieve surorise. Thus, it is necessary to maintain
a high degree of .lertness, a constant state of combat readiness, well organized
combat and Political support of the troops, and their ability to retaliate quickly
to surprise blows by the enemy.
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11. Skillful and timely maneuver of men and materiel is one of. the most
important conditions for achieving success in battle.

The purpose of such ianeuver is to set .up the most advantageous gouning
of men and materiel, to place them in the best position for delivering the decisive
blow and to carry out the inission successfully.

The maneuver should be a simple one, and it must be executed on time;
effectively, quickly, secretly, and as a surprise to the enemy.

12. During combat, maneuver by fire is also executed. This consists
of the distribution and successive concentration of the principal mass of fire
of ground weapons against the most imoortant sectors or areas.

13. In order to conduct combat operations troops take up combat. formations.

A combat formation is the grouning of men and materiel for the nurnose of carrying
out the battle. A combat formation must conform to the combat plan and must insure
the following:

- decisive defeat of the enemy by a powerful and. simultaneous attack on the
entire depth of his combat formation;

- intensification of striking power in the course of battle;

- ability to ianepver to' accomplish' a swift shift of troop strength in
another direction for developing success achieved or for countering enemy. blows;

- the best utilization of troops in accordance with their combat qualifications;

- ease of organizing coordination and of troop co-trol;._..

- the best utilization of the terrain;

- repulsion of enemy ground forces, .especially his tanks, on the flanks and
boundaries;

- repulsion of enemy air attacks and. airborne operations.

14. On approaching the battlefield, there is a grouning of men and materiel
in order to insure their swift. deployment for battle and to lessen their v-o.lnerability
*to nrtillery fire and enemy air attack. For these nurnoses, large units lsoyedineniya7
and units Lchasti/ disperse along the front and in depth while the small units
Lpodrazdeleniya/ follow in extended order.

15. The corps and divisions which advance in the main direction have the greater
strength in men and materiel, are assigned a smaller front, and have the deepest combat
formation. In the secondary direction they operate on a broader front and have a
combat formation of less depth.

A change in the combat formation of a corps (division) during battle is so
calculated that,on the basis of a correct estimate, of the situation, it is nossible
continuously to direct the main efforts of the troops tW the execution of their
assigned combat mission.

-7-
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16. The combat formation of a corna consists of one o.r two echelons, of
artillery groups, and of reserves,and., in the defense, of antitank. areas as well.

The number, strength, and comnosition of echelons, artillery grous,
reserves, and antitank areas are determined by the missrion and situation.

The first echelon of a. corps is made up of comba.t formations of divisions
operating in a line formation, together with reinforcements.

The second. echelor of a corns is madeup of a mechanized. or rifle divisior,
together with reinforcement s.

The combat _flormation_ of a, vision is mado un of one, two, or three echelons,
of artillery grouips, and of reserves, and,in the defense, of a.ntitank areas as well.

The first echelon of:a. division is a combat formation of regiments operating in
a line formation, togethcr with reinforcements. The second (third) echelon
of a division is usually provid.ed with one regiment and. reinforcements.

Troops of the second echelon of a corps and. also of the second and. third
echelons of a. division are assigned combat missions at the same time as troops
of the first echelons. If necessary, these missions are made. more specific by
the corps (division) commander upon commitment of the second (third) echelons
to combat,

17, Artillery detailed during combat for special. tasks in the interests of ',a unit
or large unit and placed under a single command composes an artillery group
(regimental., division, ;orps, or army).

Corps and army antiaircraft artillery grouns nrovide cover for troops and
important targets against enemy air attack in the offense or defense.

18. Tanks and. sel.f-oropelled artillery belonging to rifle (cavalry) divisions,
or attached to them as reinforcements, are usually utilized in the offensive in
direct suport of infantry (cavalry), 'anr operate with the combat formations
of advancing troops.

In the defense, some of the tanks aid self-oronelld, artillery are used to
reinforce the antitank defense of troops which operate in the first echelons,
while the remainder make up the commander's tank reserve.

Tanks and. self-propelled artillery of a mechanized division are used for
the direct support of their own mechanized. units and. small motorized infantry
units. The detailing of tanks and self ropelled artillery from a mechanized
division for the support of rifle (cavalry) divisions is not allowed.

Reserves are established for missions w ch arise suddenly; They can
be trop o combined arms, troons for prot cti4 7 ainst airlvo e landings,
and arti leiantitank, tank, and enginmer teop j

The combined. -arms reserve of a corps or division is usually formed along
with the combat formation of. the large units into a single echelon. It is
composed of a rifle (cavalry) or mechanized unit (small unit) and can be
strengthened by artillery, tanks, self-propelled artillery, small engineer
units,and other special troops. The reserve is assigned the task of being
ready to.operate on the most threatened directions.

I-----
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Reserve troops for protection against airborne land.ings are earmarked to

counter enemy airborne operations and. are made un of units (small units) of

motorized infantry or cavalry and. small motorcycle units, which are strengthaned.

by artillery, tanks, self-propelled artillery, antitank and antiaircraft artillery,

flame throwers, and. small engineer units.

Sometimes the mission assigned to the reserve troops for protection against

airborne landings can be carried out by the troops of the combined-arms reserve.

In this case, the combinedarms reserve must be provided with the necessary

transportation facilities.

The artillery-antitank reserve is earmarked. for combat with enemy tank- and.

self-propelled artillery. It is made up of units (small units) of antitank

artillery, gun artillery, self-propelled artillery, and. is strengthened by flame

throwers and small engineer units.

An artillery-antitank reserve, in every situation ,is created in a corps
(division).

The. tank reserve is. earmarked for independent action and for reinforcing

troops of the first. and second echelons and t.roons of the combined-arms reserve

with tanks and self-propelled artillery. A tank. reserve in a corns (divisicn)

in offensive combat can be created only after the first echelons have been sat-

urated with tanks.

The engineer reserve of a coros (division) is earmarked. for the support of

troops in the course of battle. Its formation depends upon the situation and.

upon the availability of men and. materiel, and. it is made up of units (small

units) of engineer troops on armored troop carriers or trucks and. is nrovided

with necessary equipment.

20. A mobile obstacle-placing detachment is created in a' corps (division),
as a rule, in all tynes of combat. It is utilized for the constru.cticn of

engineer obstacles to protect the flank, and boundaries and to fortify
occupied, lines.

Belonging to the mobile obstacle-placin' detachment are small engineer

units with mines, inconspicuous obstacles Lprobably concertina wire7, and. other

devices of obstruction transported on armored carriers or full tracklaying
vehicles; mine-laying. tanks; and flame throwers. The mobile obstacle-placing

detachment must operate indenendently or with the artillery-antitank or the
combined-arms reserve.

In add ition, a movement support detachment is created in the corps

(division) during the offensive, pursuit; and the execution of a march.

It is used to restore roads and. bridges in the, main direction of the .
corps (division) and also to clear concentration areas. The detachment places at
necessary points signs easily seen by troops to indicate the line of movement;
in some cases the detachment assigns guides. The movement support detachment is
composed of small units of engineers, chemical warfare troops, and motorized infantry.

-9_
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21. The troops assume march formation to execute a march.

The march formation of the corps (division) is composed of march columns.
The march formation must corresuond to the planned action and must insure the
troops the opportunity-

to deloy gl..i. L into combat formations;

to carry out maneuvers for attacking the flanks and the rear of the
enemy;

- to organize antiaircraft and antitank d.efenses and to take other measures
for combat security;

- to conserve strength cc the march.

Troops on the march are urotected by march security.

22. The cores (division), for carrying on battle, can be strengthened
by large units and units (small units) of various arms and of special troops
which are attached to it or which sunport it at soecific stages of battle.

Attached. largo. units and units (snal.l units) are subord.inated to the corps
(division) commander, all of whose commands are executed.

Supporting large units and units (snall units), remaining sibordinate to
their own commander, execute the combat missions .nlanned by the corns (division)
commander whose t roons are .being suonorted.

23, The variety of modern weanons and of methods of their uase places great
demands on the control. of troons. The fulfillment c; these demands is secured
by:

e knowld -. . .:..a,-. a :rfare;

- the clarity of the commander's decision;

- the accurate and timely assi, .men.t of missions which are accurately
understood and executed;

- continuous coordination;

- uninterruoted communications.

Modern combat demands a. firm and uninterrupted control of troops.

T e deci.s5.on .:aken. must be carried out solidly and perseveringly. The
order must be executed accurately and with nbaximum effort.

Checking on the execution of an order in conjunction with practical aid is
the most important responsibility of commanders and staffs at all levels.

24. Modern combat demands a large exoenditure of.materiel, esnrcially of
ammunition and fuel. Therefore, the success. of troops in battle depends to a
considerable degree on the efficient and well-coordinated work of all:i eai service

installations, as well as on the proinnt supply of everything necessary
to the troops under any situation. The organization of the division. and. reg-
imental service areas and the materijl suoply of troops is one of the most
important responsibilities of a.ll commanders and staffs.

-10-
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The commander is responsible for skillfully maneuvering matetiel which he
has at his disposal and for properly using it to ensure success in combat.

The creation of necessary reserve stocks in case of interruption in the
supply of materiel is one of the conditions for the successful operation of
division and regimental service areas.

25. Under battlefield conditions it is necessary to remember that the
enemy is trying to obtain information by means of espionage, by listening to
telephone conversations, and by intercepting telegrams and radiograms. There-
fore, eternal vigilance for protecting military secrets is of utmost improtance,
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CHAPTER II

THE SERVICES, THEIR CHARACTERISTICS AND COMBAT EMPLOYMENT

26. The armed forces of tha U.S.S.R. consist of ground f orces, air forces,
naval forces, airborv troops, and- antiaircraft d-efense troops.

1, GROUND FORCES

27. Ground forces consist of the following arms: infantry, armiored and
mechanized troops, artillery, and cavalry. For -the supnort of combat activity
of the ground forces, soecial troops are included in their- composition: engineer,
signal, chemical warfare, motor transport, road construction, and. other troops.

28. The infantry is capable of carrying on stubborn and prolonged combat
in any conditions of terrain and weather, at any time of the year or day,

In cooperation with other arms, the infantry is able to:

- destroy the defending enemy and break through his defense;

- seize Sectors -of-the terrain and firmly hold

d.stroy the attacking enemy. -

The infantry forms the basis of large rifle units and airborne troons,
and also is included in the comnosition of tank and mechanized troons and
naval forces.

29. The rifle corps is the highest tactical large unit of combined arms.
It usually includes -ifle divisions and a mechanized division, corns artillery,
and units (small units) of special troops.

The rifle corns fulfills the most important missions in combat. In co
operation with large units and units of other arms it is able to:

break through the defense of the enemy in its entire tactical depth and
develop the attack in the onerational depth;

- surroumnd and destroy the .important forces of the enemy;

- firmly defend ' a zone of terrain in the main direction, repel massed
attacks of the enemy, and conduct indbpendently counterattacks.

30. The rifle division is the basic large tactical unit of combined arms.
It consists of rifle regiments, tank-4 self-propelled re.giments, division artillery, .
and units. (small unite) of special troops.

The rifle division in cooperation with other large units of the corns. is
able to:

- break through thezone of drfensr of tho c rhny crithin thr lirits f he
assigned sector and develop an attack in deoth;

S-LC-R -T
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- surround and destroy separa-te units of the enemy;

-- deend st;,boi a zone of terrain and reu~el massed attacks by the enei'y'w

31. . .and mechanized. troons are th.e striking force of the ground

forces. They possess high mobility, greant maneuverability, and. considerable
'. ower. Tanks and self-nronelled artillery form the basis of tan,; and

mechanized troofbs.

The massed appl.ication of tank and mechaniied. unitsl and ltrge unitn in
coordination ith other arms uermits breaking through the 'irenared defense of the

emmy Xd Ithe encircl<mont and destruction of his grouoing.

32. Mechanized and tank divisions may be used.in all tynes of combat.

They are able to:

- develon a breakthrough of the enemy defense with the atim of encircling
and destroying his main grouoing;

- overrun a. hurriedly occunied enemy defense;

- pursue the enemymd destroy his annroaching reserves;

-. envelon the open flanks of the enemy and onerate in his rear;

- seize and hold., until the arrival of large rifle units, advantageous
linei bridgeheads, and imnortant objectives;

- destroy enemy tank !mits and large units;

- destroy the enemyls airborne landings;

- cover the di sengagement and withdrawal. of ltarge rifle units.

When necessary, mechanized and tank divisions may be utilized for breaking
through the enemy' s pronared defense.

In the defense, mechanized and tink units are usually used in the sacond
echelons for counterattacks and counterblows against enemy forces which hr:;re
nenetrated. In case of necessity, large mechanized and tank units are abln
to defend stoutly a zonle of terrain in the main direction.

T he mechanized division is a large tactical unit of combined arms.

33. Artillery is the main source of i-e pr', It )ossesses great range
of fire, fire power, and ability to m.neuver. Artillery fire clears the way for
troops in attack and blocks the path of the enemy in defense,

The fastest and most decisive results are obtained by massed, sudden,
accurate,and flexibly controlled artillery fire.

13-



HR70-14

Artillery is able to;

- destroy and neutralize enemy artillery, mortars, and other weapons,.
and also personnel;

- destroy enemy tanks and self-propelled artillery;

- demolish field and permanent defensive installations;

- cut passages through antitank and antioersonnel obstacl-s;

- disrupt the enemy's conrliol of his troops and the work of his rear area.

Antiaircraft artillery possesses the- ability to destroy planes., airborne
landings, and.other air targets of the enemy.

34. Artillery consists of large units and units of gun and howitzer artillery,
morirs,aid antitank and antiaircraft artillery. Artillery included in the com-.
position of large units, units, and small units of other arms forms the troop
artillery.

Troop artillery is subdivided into battalion, regimental, division, corns,
and army artillery.

For he realization of close coordination with other arms,. large units,
units; and small units of, artillery are attached to rifle, cavalry, mechanized,
and tank large units and, as -a rule, are distributed amongst artillery groups,
and also are included in the composition of artillery-antitank reserves.

35. Antitank artillery is the most effective means for repelling attacks
by the enemy's tanks and self-propelled artillery.

It is utilized:

- in the comnosition of artillery-antitank reserves;

- in the defense, for the creation. of antitank defense in the main directions;

- for combined actions with large rifle, mechanized, tank, and cavalry
units;

for combat against airborne or naval landings.

Antitank artillery large units.and units may be employed in the artillery
preparation and support of 'an attack, but not to the detriment of the antitank
defense of the troops and' without. the inclusion of such units in artillery
groups.

36. Antiaircrafitlarge units and. units ire intendd:

- to protect from enemy air strikes the main grouning of troops, head-
quarters, main communications routes, and main objectives in the ar area;

T
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- together with fighter aircraft, but also independently, to blockade from

the air an encircled enemy grouping;

- to engage in combat with enemy airborne landings, both in the air and

while landing.

Antiaircraft artillery large units (units), in excentional circumstances,
ma~y be drawn into combat with enemy good fbrces, prinarily of 'nks and self-propelled

artillery.

As a rule, antiaircraft artillery is employed massed; its fire is closely
coordinated with the activities of fighter aviation.

37. Cavalry depends on time of year and day, weather, and terrain less
than do other arms (excent infantry),

The cavalry consists of cavalry corps and cavalry divisions.

The cavalry corps is a large operation-tactical unit of combined arms,
It consists cf two or three cavalry divisions and units (small units) of special
troons.

A cavalry division is a large tactical unit of combined arms. It consists
of calvary regiments, units of artillery and tanks, and also units.(small
units) of special troops.

38., The cavalry corps and cavalry division are emnloyd in directions
permitting freedom of maneuver.

The cavalry corns in coordination with large units 'and units of the other

arms, and sometimes independently, is able to:

- break through the enemy's hurriedly occupied defense and his defense on
a wide front;

- develop a breathrough, acting as a mobile groun;

- pursue, surround, and destroy a withdrawing enemy;

- inflict counterblows on the flank and rear of an enemy who has broken
through our defense;

- secure open flanks and boundaries;

- protect the concentration, regrouping, or withdrawal of troops;

- destroy enemy airborne landings.

39. Engineer troons are intended for engineer sunnort of the combat activity
of large units and units of various arms.

Engineer troops are employed, as a rule, in the direction of ther main
blow in an attack and in the most important directions in the defense.
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